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Abstract

Introduction: Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) play a crucial role in promoting sustainable
development by fostering ecopreneurship — entrepreneurial ventures driven by environmental
responsibility. The rise of environmental concerns has propelled the need for sustainable business models,
and NGOs have emerged as vital enablers of ecopreneurship in India by providing financial assistance,
technical expertise, and networking opportunities. This study examines the impact of NGOs on
ecopreneurship in India by analyzing their financial support, skill development initiatives, and policy
advocacy efforts.

Methodology: This study adopts a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative and quantitative
data to assess the impact of NGOs on ecopreneurship. Primary data was collected through structured
questionnaires distributed to 150 ecopreneurs associated with various NGOs, while secondary data was
gathered from NGO reports, policy documents and academic research. A purposive sampling technique

was used to select ecopreneurs who have received support from NGOs in India. Quantitative data was
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analyzed using statistical methods such as regression analysis and correlation tests, while qualitative
insights were drawn from interviews and case studies. The study is grounded in the Triple Bottom Line
framework, which evaluates business success based on economic, environmental and social performance,
and covers sectors such as renewable energy, waste management, sustainable agriculture and eco-
tourism.

Results & Discussion: Hypothesis testing confirmed a strong positive correlation between NGO support
and the success of ecopreneurial ventures. Financial support recorded a mean of 3.8 with a standard
deviation of 1.2 and a correlation coefficient of 0.68 (p = 0.001); skill development a mean of 4.2, standard
deviation 1.1 and correlation of 0.72 (p = 0.002); and policy advocacy a mean of 3.5, standard deviation
1.3 and correlation of 0.65 (p = 0.005). Regarding barriers, financial constraints were reported by 60% of
respondents with an impact score of 4.1 (p = 0.003), bureaucratic hurdles by 55% with a score of 3.9 (p =
0.007), and lack of awareness by 45% with a score of 3.7 (p = 0.015). On skill development, technical
training recorded 70% participation with an effectiveness score of 4.5 (p = 0.002), financial literacy 65%
with 4.2 (p = 0.004), and market access support 60% with 4.0 (p = 0.006). All three hypotheses were
therefore supported.

Conclusion: NGOs play a crucial role in fostering ecopreneurship by offering financial aid, technical
expertise, and market linkages. The study confirms that NGOs significantly contribute to ecopreneurial
success by providing funding, capacity building and policy advocacy. Despite their contributions,
challenges such as funding shortages and policy gaps persist, and financial constraints and bureaucratic
hurdles limit their effectiveness. Addressing these issues can enhance the effectiveness of NGOs in
promoting green innovation in India. Strengthening policy frameworks and increasing governmental
collaboration can enhance NGO support mechanisms, and the study recommends policy enhancements

to strengthen NGO-ecopreneur partnerships for a greener economy.

Keywords: NGOs; Ecopreneurship; India; Green Innovation; Financial Support; Skill
Development; Policy Advocacy; Triple Bottom Line; Regression Analysis; Sustainable
Development.
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1. Introduction

The rise of environmental concerns has propelled the need for sustainable business
models, leading to the emergence of ecopreneurship entrepreneurial initiatives aimed at
addressing ecological challenges. Ecopreneurs integrate environmental consciousness
into their business strategies and promote sustainable development while ensuring
economic viability. Given the increasing importance of green entrepreneurship, the role
of supporting institutions, particularly Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), has
gained prominence.

NGOs have emerged as vital enablers of ecopreneurship in India by providing financial
assistance, technical expertise, and networking opportunities. These organizations act as
intermediaries between ecopreneurs and various stakeholders, including government
agencies, investors, and consumers, to facilitate sustainable business growth. NGOs
contribute to ecopreneurship by offering seed funding, skill development programs,
mentorship, and advocating for policies that create a favorable environment for green
businesses.

Despite the crucial role of NGOs, several challenges persist. Financial constraints, lack of
policy support, and bureaucratic inefficiencies often hinder the effectiveness of these
organizations in fostering ecopreneurship. Many ecopreneurs struggle to access
consistent funding, proper training, and the necessary infrastructure to sustain their
ventures.

This study investigates how NGOs contribute to the growth of green enterprises and
their role in fostering a sustainable economic environment. By analyzing the financial,
technical, and policy support provided by NGOs, the research aims to identify the key

drivers and barriers influencing the success of ecopreneurship in India. The findings of
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this study will help inform policy recommendations to enhance NGO-ecopreneur

collaborations and strengthen the green entrepreneurial ecosystem in India.

1.1 Objectives of the Study

1. To examine the role of NGOs in supporting ecopreneurs in India.

2. To analyze the financial, technical, and policy support provided by NGOs to green
businesses.

3. To identify challenges faced by NGOs and ecopreneurs in promoting sustainable
enterprises.

4. To propose policy recommendations for strengthening NGO-ecopreneur
collaborations.

1.2 Hypotheses

H1: NGOs significantly contribute to the growth and sustainability of ecopreneurial

ventures in India.

H2: Financial and regulatory barriers hinder the effectiveness of NGOs in supporting

ecopreneurs.

H3: NGOs play a crucial role in skill development and capacity building for ecopreneurs.

1.3 Scope of the Study

The study focuses on NGOs operating in India that directly support ecopreneurial

ventures. It covers sectors such as renewable energy, waste management, sustainable

agriculture, and eco-tourism. The research is limited to NGO-supported enterprises and

does not examine independent green businesses.

2. Review of Literature

2.1 NGOs and Sustainable Development

NGOs have long been instrumental in driving sustainable development goals (SDGs) by

bridging gaps in policy implementation and community engagement (Smith & Brown,
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2018). In India, NGOs have facilitated green projects through advocacy, education, and
financial aid (Kumar & Patel, 2020).

2.2 Role of NGOs in Ecopreneurship

Ecopreneurship is increasingly recognized as a pathway to sustainable economic growth.
NGOs support ecopreneurs by providing mentorship, networking platforms, and
funding opportunities (Sharma & Gupta, 2021). Despite this, barriers such as inadequate
policy frameworks and funding shortages persist (Roy, 2019).

2.3 Challenges Faced by NGOs in Promoting Green Innovation

Research highlights financial constraints, bureaucratic inefficiencies, and lack of
awareness as major obstacles faced by NGOs in promoting green innovation (Banerjee,
2022). These challenges necessitate stronger policy interventions and multi-stakeholder
collaboration.

3. Research Gap

Existing literature primarily explores ecopreneurship from a business perspective, with
limited focus on the role of NGOs in fostering green ventures. This study aims to bridge
this gap by assessing how NGOs facilitate ecopreneurship in India.

4. Research Question

How do NGOs contribute to the growth and sustainability of ecopreneurship in India,
and what challenges do they face in this endeavor?

5. Theoretical Framework

This study is grounded in the Triple Bottom Line (TBL) framework, which evaluates
business success based on economic, environmental, and social performance. NGOs, as
key facilitators, align with this framework by enabling green enterprises that balance
profit, people, and the planet.

6. Research Methodology
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6.1 Research Design

This study adopts a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative and quantitative
data to assess the impact of NGOs on ecopreneurship.

6.2 Data Collection

Primary data is collected through structured questionnaires distributed to 150
ecopreneurs associated with various NGOs. Secondary data is gathered from NGO

reports, policy documents, and academic research.

6.3 Sampling Technique

A purposive sampling technique is used to select ecopreneurs who have received
support from NGOs in India.

7. Data Analysis and Results

Quantitative data is analyzed using statistical methods such as regression analysis and
correlation tests, while qualitative insights are drawn from interviews and case studies.
7.1 Hypothesis Testing

To analyze the impact of NGOs on ecopreneurship in India, hypothesis testing was
conducted using statistical methods. The data collected from 150 ecopreneurs was
analyzed using regression analysis and correlation tests.

Hypothesis 1: NGOs significantly contribute to the growth and sustainability of

ecopreneurial ventures in India.

Table 1: NGO support and ecopreneurial success

Variable Mean Std. Dev. Corre-la-t fon P-Value
Coefficient

Financial Support 3.8 1.2 0.68 0.001*

Skill Development 4.2 1.1 0.72 0.002*

Policy Advocacy 3.5 13 0.65 0.005*

Interpretation: The results indicate a strong positive correlation between NGO support
and the success of ecopreneurial ventures. With p-values below 0.05, the hypothesis is
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confirmed, suggesting that NGOs play a significant role in fostering green
entrepreneurship.
Hypothesis 2: Financial and regulatory barriers hinder the effectiveness of NGOs in

supporting ecopreneurs.

Table 2: Barriers affecting NGO effectiveness

Barrier Type Frequency (%) Impact Score (1-5) P-Value
Financial Constraints 60% 4.1 0.003*
Bureaucratic Hurdles 55% 39 0.007*
Lack of Awareness 45% 37 0.015*

Interpretation: The data suggests that financial constraints and bureaucratic
inefficiencies significantly impact the effectiveness of NGOs in supporting ecopreneurs.
The high impact scores and statistically significant p-values confirm that these barriers
need to be addressed for better support mechanisms.

Hypothesis 3: NGOs play a crucial role in skill development and capacity building for

ecopreneurs.

Table 3: Effectiveness of NGO training programmes
Training Program Participation (%) gfectlveness Score (1- P-Value
Technical Training 70% 45 0.002*
Financial Literacy 65% 42 0.004*
Market Access Support 60% 4.0 0.006*

Interpretation: The results indicate that NGOs contribute significantly to skill
development, with high effectiveness scores in technical training, financial literacy, and
market access support. The p-values confirm that these contributions are statistically
significant.

Overall, the analysis confirms that NGOs are instrumental in fostering ecopreneurship
but also face challenges that need policy intervention to improve their effectiveness.

8. Discussion of Findings

The study confirms that NGOs significantly contribute to ecopreneurial success by

providing funding, capacity building, and policy advocacy. However, financial constraints
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and bureaucratic hurdles limit their effectiveness. Strengthening policy frameworks and

increasing governmental collaboration can enhance NGO support mechanisms.

9. Conclusion

NGOs play a crucial role in fostering ecopreneurship by offering financial aid, technical

expertise, and market linkages. Despite their contributions, challenges such as funding

shortages and policy gaps persist. Addressing these issues can enhance the

effectiveness of NGOs in promoting green innovation in India.

10. Limitations and Future Directions

 The study is limited to NGOs operating in select regions of India.

* Future research can explore sector-specific NGO interventions in ecopreneurship.

« Longitudinal studies can provide deeper insights into the long-term impact of NGO
support on ecopreneurs.

11. Acknowledgment and Author Contribution

The authors express gratitude to NGOs and ecopreneurs who participated in this study.

Special thanks to academic mentors and reviewers for their valuable insights.

Author Contributions: Author 1: Conceptualization, Data Collection, Analysis, and

Manuscript Preparation. Author 2: Literature Review, Methodology Design, Data

Interpretation, and Editing. Both authors contributed equally to the finalization of this

research paper.

12. Suggestions

a. Enhancing Financial Support: Government and private sectors should increase
funding opportunities for NGOs supporting ecopreneurs.

b. Capacity-Building Programs: NGOs should collaborate with educational institutions

to provide skill development programs.
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c. Policy Reforms: Strengthening policy frameworks can facilitate a smoother
operational environment for ecopreneurs.
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